
 Music of the Planets

Spacescape, 2019, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Saturn – its array of rings, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Earthly Music, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Cantata – the music of the spheres, 2019, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state, 
47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Harmonies from Space, 2019, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Destination Sun, 2019, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Venus 1, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Venus 2, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Mercury – Rotating the Sun, 2020 multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state, 
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Mercury II, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Neptune - the Ice Giant, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

The Mystery of Mars, 2019, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Mars – the Red Planet, 2019, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Uranus, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

A long day on Jupiter, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 47 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Voyager

There are more planets than stars, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state, 
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed 

Into the galaxies, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Radiant Space, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Black Hole – Deep Space, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state, 
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Vortex 1, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed

Vortex 2, 2020, multi-block woodcut on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, unframed
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The Milky Way

Infinity of Stars, 2020, multi-block woodcut, mica, on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, framed

The Milky Way Nebulae 1, 2020, multi-block woodcut, on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state, 
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, framed

The Milky Way Nebulae 2, 2020, multi-block woodcut, mica, on Shinano/Kozo paper, unique state, 
image size 48 x 42 cm, paper size 98 x 65.5 cm, framed

We are all the Universe

We are all the Universe, 1994, multi-block woodcut, edition 3/5, 
61 x 61 cm, framed

The Endless Sky, 1998, multi-block woodcut, edition 2/4
88 x 66 cm, framed

The Golden Darkness, 1996, multi-block woodcut, edition 3/3
88 x 66 cm, framed

Galaxies, 1998, multi-block woodcut, unique state
88 x 66 cm, framed

We are all Fractals and Galaxies, 1998, multi-block woodcut, unique state
88 x 66 cm, framed

Journeys of the Sea and Sky, 2004, woodcut, 12 panels, unique state
94 x 117 cm, framed

Wood engraving

Into the Sky, 2018, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 1/12
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, framed

River in the Sky, 2019, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 2/10
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, framed

Birds in Space, 2020, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 2/10
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, framed

Aurora Australis, 2020, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 1/8
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, framed	

The Music of Light, 2019, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 1/10
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, framed	

Cosmos, 2015, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 9/10
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, edition 1/10, framed	

Space Studio, 2020, wood engraving on Arches 88 paper, edition 1/8
image size, 16 x 12 cm, paper size 24 x 18 cm, framed

Space Poems, 2020
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RUTH BURGESS

Ruth Burgess is an established Sydney printmaker who identifies three key factors as instrumental in her path as an artist. 
Her explorations in the art of woodcut, her nine visits to China where she developed a method of hand printed woodcuts 
inspired by the Japanese post war creative printmakers using Japanese papers, and her love of the Australian forest. In 
the 1950s she studied painting with Desiderius Orban, graduated from Sydney University in Arts/Music, and continued 
her study of musical composition at the Paris Conservatoire. In the mid 1970s Burgess studied woodcut medium for three 
years at Workshop Arts Centre, Willoughby and in 1979 established her own printmaking studio.

In 1988 Burgess was sent to China by the Print Council of Australia and the Department of Foreign Affairs to a woodcut 
symposium in Heilonjiang, North East China. She met woodcut artists, art historians, teachers and printmakers from 
all over China and these contacts enabled the purchase of significant works for major Australian art galleries as well as 
seed plans for her future travels and exhibitions. During these travels in China she worked with the Woodcut Association 
of eight different provinces organising exchanges with Australia and interacting with the woodcut artists. Her prints are 
based on a spiritual rather than pictorial approach which evolved from her experience of the Chinese approach to landscape.

From 1984 to 1995 Burgess worked consistently in Australia and overseas. From 1984-93 she taught woodcut printmaking 
at the Workshop Arts Centre, Willoughby; in 1987 worked at Studio Camnitzer, Lucca, and Studio Reparata, Florence, 
Italy; received three separate Australia China Council Grants to China; was the Artist in Residence at several Fine Arts 
Academies in China and was a guest lecturer for the Art Gallery of NSW, Macquarie University and the Works on Paper Fair.

As an advocate for printmaking, Burgess has contributed to symposiums, exhibitions and print exchanges and maintained a 
steady exhibition program of her work. For The Music of the Planets Ruth Burgess states: 

I was visually inspired by the messages from the Hubble telescope and the recent space craft such 
as Voyager sending back to earth extraordinary images, and the wonders always evolving in the Milky 
Way. As I travelled through these images in 2019 and through the earthly restrictions of 2020, I have 
experienced one of the most productive periods of my work as an artist and I have been able to source 
techniques and experience from my many years as a printmaker.
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2020	 Gallery Lane Cove, Sydney Printmakers In the Shade

2020	 Gallery Lane Cove online, Sydney Printmakers Solidarity in Solitude 

2019	 Artspace on the Concord, Sydney Printmakers A Poetry of Ideas in Print

2018	 Umbrella Studios Townsville Qld, Sydney Printmakers In the Shade



2017	 Grace Cossington Smith Gallery, Moment of Light

2016	 Art Vault Mildura Vic, Sydney Printmakers

2014	 Grace Cossington Smith Gallery, Print Council of Australia New and Old Territories
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(Curator and exhibitor)
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